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Government agencies are aiming to increase the pace of 
innovation in communication by implementing commercial 
off-the-shelf (COTS) antenna solutions with their existing 

radio systems. But the antenna solutions expanse lacks agile offerings 
that can meet the customized needs of these agencies quickly 
and seamlessly. Against this backdrop, Southwest Antennas, a 
manufacturer of specialized antenna solutions, is filling the gaps in the 
market by designing high-performance, rugged antennas previously 
not available in the market. “To cater to the needs of tactical radio 

systems used by government agencies, we design, manufacture, and 
supply antennas that enhance radio performance and are forward-
compatible with future RF innovations,” affirms Adam Krumbein, 
Vice President of marketing of Southwest Antennas. The company’s 
solutions enhance the operational capabilities of government-
operated radios, so agencies can derive greater performance from 
their existing systems. Southwest Antennas caters to all branches of 
the US Armed Forces in addition to NATO allies globally, federal 
law enforcement, and first responders. It brings to bear its experience 
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in working with various radio OEMs, government contractors, 
engineers, and system integrators over the last 15 years to build 
optimal solutions that meet the needs of dynamic and challenging 
installation and deployment scenarios. Typical application areas 
include tactical radio networks, unmanned aerial vehicles (drones), 
unmanned ground systems, smart city infrastructure, first responder 
networks, and broadcast video applications.

Southwest Antennas’ solutions are designed to operate in 
frequency ranges of VHF, UHF, L-band, S-band, and C-band, which 
agencies such as the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. 
Department of Justice, and other federal law enforcement agencies 
utilize. The company’s solutions portfolio includes Ultra-Flex 
Omni-Directional antennas (rugged, high-performance antennas 
for harsh environments), which are ideal for body-worn tactical 
radio systems, unmanned system mounted radios and vehicles. 
Southwest Antennas also offers concealment antenna solutions (not 
visible from the outside) embedded within other devices for covert 
operations. The company also has a line of specialized MIMO 
and MANET antenna technology for use with multi-antenna radio 
systems, increasing spatial and polarization diversity to enhance 
radio performance in RF congested environments.

Southwest Antennas thrives on the visibility of its comprehensive 
suite of solutions for clients to accelerate their decision-making. 
In this pursuit, the company offers a website in which clients can 
purchase products directly, test them in their systems, and achieve 
high operational efficiency and tactical readiness while decreasing 
time to market. To enhance clients’ decision making, the company 
provides product technical specifications and learning resources for 
their engineers. These learning materials help engineers develop a 
thorough understanding of the antennas and leverage them to their 
maximum potential. The company also provides online calculators 
on its website to make clients’ jobs easier.

In an implementation highlight, a radio manufacturer 
increased the performance of their radios within a complex urban 
environment. The manufacturer had complaints about the below-
par performance of their radios while using antenna solutions 
from a different vendor. After learning about the challenges and 
requirements of the client, Southwest Antennas designed a new 
set of antennas for them that resulted in a 30 percent performance 
increase over their antennas. With Southwest Antennas, the client 
improved their RF link distance and overall system effectiveness in 
a busy urban environment.

Southwest Antennas is growing rapidly year over year even as 
the company remains focused on engineering new solutions that 
are aligned with the evolving market demands. Enabled with a 
workforce that has increased at an escalating rate, the company has 
recently moved to a new head office and manufacturing facility in 
Rancho Bernardo. As new tactical radio systems and application 
needs are creating a buzz in the homeland security space, the 
company is in no mood to take its feet off the innovation pedal. 

To cater to the needs of tactical 
radio systems used by government 
agencies, we design, manufacture, 
and supply antennas that enhance 
radio performance and are forward-
compatible with future RF innovations
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Solution Providers – 2019

The department of homeland security (DHS) has 
often lacked behind when it comes to technology 
adoption. However, with the rise of cyberthreats 
and other dynamic security challenges, the DHS 
is now facing increased pressure to overhaul 

outdated systems and accelerate its own digital transformation 
journey. In a quest to offer better services to the citizens, the 
DHS is adopting sophisticated technologies such as cloud 
computing, AI, and analytics. AI, for example, is acting as 
a force multiplier, simplifying the work of human security 
analysts, increasing their flexibility in accessing data, and 
eliminating the lag between analysts in the field and their 
counterparts in the cyber operations center. Cloud computing, 
on the other hand, is bringing a massive shift in how the 
DHS manages its IT operations. Cloud computing is also 

contributing significantly to national defense and security 
strategies, helping reduce costs and enhance collaborative 
analysis and real-time information sharing. 

With a comprehensive view of such innovative 
technologies and their wide applications in enhancing the 
security measures of the DHS, CIOReview has compiled a 
list of leading homeland security solution providers and 
consulting/service companies that are distinctively prominent 
in the field. With several innovative technological capabilities, 
these companies are constantly proving their mettle in the 
security landscape. 

We present to you CIOReview’s “20 Most Promising 
Homeland Security Solution Providers – 2019,” and “10 
Most Promising Homeland Security Consulting/Service  
Companies – 2019.”


